50. Patience does Dot mean docility

Patience docs not mean absolute docility and subsci
vience. Restraint is a Virtue but there is a limit to bea
affronts. A person with capacity to retaliate cannot refrai

himself from hitting back and remain without taking an:

action by relying on destiny and pinning his hopes on God
This might indicate that he is a coward, A sage advised .

cobra not to do any harm to people. So it was quiet but peo
pie thought that it was a weak cobra and began to beat it
The sage told the cobra that his advice related only in r^spec

of the cobra not harming any one voluntarily, but not to b
passive when attacked. On the other hand, it should creat
terror by its hissing and there by keep the opponents away
Unable to suffer the plight of forest life any further, Drau
padi once sought to know from Yudhishtira as to why h
should be so meek when he possessed the inherent strcngt
to strike back. He gave a brilliant exposition in reply, o
"Kshama" declaring that patience was bound to be rewai
ded. This trait along with the anxiety to adhere to righteo
usness and to speak tmth, would result in triumph. Bourn
by a vow, he had to spend the exile period at the end o
which, he said, he would get back his legitimate share of th
kingdom by right or by use of force, if necessary.

The story of a dying mother, who extracted a promis
from her bandit son, never to utter a lie; Later on, while 01
his trip to loot the state treasury, he met another burgia
(the King in disguise) with whom he struck a deal to divid<
the booty equally. Deliberately leaving one out of the thrci
precious gems. both of them shared the remaining two an<
parted. Next day, the King asked his Minister to probe int<
the theft. Not aware of the King's involvement, the minis
ter appropriated the third diamond for himself, presuming
that his action would go unnoticed and reported the loss of
all the three. The King exposed his fraud and replaced hirr
by the honest thief.
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